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I   am   a   volunteer   because   I   care   about   North   Pond.   I   sit   on   the   North   Pond   Association   board   of  
directors.   As   president,   I   wish   I   could   say   this   bloom   is   a   dream.    I   wish   I   could   say   it   will   soon  
be   over.   I   really   wish   I   had   an   easy   answer.   But   like   so   many   things   in   our   lives   that   we   can’t  
control   right   now,   this   is   a   challenging   time   to   be   a   camp   owner   and   lake   lover.   
I   have   fielded   phone   calls,   answered   email   messages,   read   some   not   so   constructive   things   on  
the   NPA   facebook   page   and   have   had   in   person   chats   while   I   am   on   my   power   walks   or   being  
stopped   for   a   quick   question   while   on   my   bike.   No   one   wants   this,   not   one   person.   We   do,  
however   need   to   find   common   ground   and   rather   than   pointing   fingers,   we   need   to   work  
together   as   a   watershed,   3   towns,   2   counties,   neighbors,   lake   lovers   and   work   TOGETHER   to  
create   an   atmosphere   of   community   to   get   the   job   done.  
I,   along   with   several   other   NPA   directors,   have   been   working   with   lake   scientists,   Dr.   Whitney  
King,   Dr.   Danielle   Wain,   Charlie   Baeder,   head   of   our   319   Grant   Steering   Committee,   Linda  
Bacon   of   the   Bureau   of   Water   Quality   at   the   MDEP   and   Ken   Wagner    Ph.D,   CLM   Water  
Resource   Services.   I   have   taken   Ken   out   on   the   lake   in   the   past   and   he   is   familiar   with   the   entire  
Belgrade   Watershed.   He   played   an   integral   role   in   determining   the   best   path   for   East   Pond   after  
years   and   years   of   algal   blooms.   He   will   begin   working   with   Danielle   and   Whitney   on   a   PLAN  
OF   ACTION   for   North   Pond.   
Having   said   that,   in   order   for   action   to   happen,   steps   need   to   be   taken   to   show   North   and   Little  
Ponders   mean   business.   

● This   means   we   need   lots   more   camp   properties   on   North   and   Little   Ponds   deemed  
LakeSmart   or   as   close   to   it   as   possible.   Linda   Rice   is   our   LakeSmartCoordinator   and  
after   this   summer   the   NPA   will   be   in   need   of   people   willing   to   become   LakeSmart  
Coordinators   so   we   remain   eligible   for   grants   and   funding   for   our   lake.   Are   you   the  
person   to   step   up?   East   Ponders   stepped   up   and   about   50   properties   are   LakeSmart.   

● Septic   systems   should   be   inspected   and/or   pumped   if   it   hasn’t   been   done   in   the   past   3-5  
years.   Foss   Enterprises,   NPA   Business   Members,   will   offer   a   discount   for   25   or   more  
camps   to   be   pumped.   They   also   do   inspections.   There   are   also   do   it   yourself   inspection  
kits   on   the   market.   If   you   have   a   holding   tank,   please   have   it   inspected   or   if   you   know   it  
needs   updating,   now   may   be   the   time   to   get   it   done.  

All   lakes   are   different   from   each   other   so   what   worked   for   East   Pond   may   not   necessarily   work  
for   North   Pond.   They   met   their   goals   and   then   started   fundraising   to   the   tune   of   over   $1,000,000  
dollars.   LakeSmart   screenings   were   at   record   numbers   because   it   is   proven   that   phosphorus  
loading   can   be   diverted   and   redirected   using   the   LakeSmart   philosophy.   
While   remarking   on   a   non-profit’s   social   media   page   helps   bring   attention   to   the   issue   at   hand,  
we   need   action.   I   would   love   to   see   photos   splashed   onto   the   NPA’s   page   of   how   buff   your   lake  
yard   is,   to   see   your   infiltration   steps,   your   roofline   drip   trenches,   rain   gardens,   rubber   razors   and  
the   other   methods   of   diversion   suggested   for   years   and   years   by   the   NPA.   I   am   proud   to   say  
that   in   2019   a   record   number   of   North   Ponders   had   the   7   Lakes   Alliance’s   Youth   Conservation  
Corps   to   their   camps   for   FREE   site   visits.   YCC   had   3   crews   working   last   summer   and   while   they  
work   for   “free”   donations   are   always   accepted   to   the   program.   While   the   site   visits   were   great,  



many   were   put   on   the   YCC   wait   list   and   some   even   decided   to   do   the   work   themselves.   Every  
great   plan   gets   put   into   motion   by   taking   a   first   step.   LakeSmart   Start   is   a   new   program   from  
Maine   Lakes.   You   don’t   have   to   have   a   huge   project   to   undertake,   just   do   one   project   at   a   time.  
START   TODAY.   
The   shoreline   survey   the   NPA   membership   voted   on   and   paid   for   that   was   done   in   2016/2017  
revealed   high,   medium   and   low   impact   sites   around   the   lake.   Many   received   letters   suggesting  
improvements   that   could   be   made   to   help   stop   phosphorus   laden   runoff   from   entering   the   lake.   I  
try   to   practice   what   I   preach.   Am   I   perfect?   No.   My   camp   is   not   100   feet   from   the   water   but   I   am  
constantly   planting   buffer   plants   around   our   property   to   not   only   help   stop   erosion   and   runoff   but  
to   also   beautify   our   property.   
Like   a   horse,   I   can   only   lead   you   to   the   water.   I   can’t   make   you   drink.   Now   is   the   call   for   action  
to   help   our   lake.   Do   it   for   your   children,   grandchildren,   neighbors   and   friends.   Educate   yourself  
about   LakeSmart.   Find   it   at:    https://mainelakessociety.org/lakesmart-2/  
Did   you   know   the   NPA   even   has   a   program   set   up   that   if   you   attend   the    Are   You   Buff   Enough?  
How   to   Become   LakeSmart-er   Workshop    and   you   start   to   create   a   rain   garden,   a   buffer,   plant   a  
tree   etc,   you   receive   up   to   $150   back   from   a   fund   that   was   created   from   an   anonymous   donor.  
Each   of   us   needs   to   hold   ourselves   accountable   to   help   reach   our   goal   of   possible   remediation  
efforts   in   the   future.   Being   part   of   the   solution   will   take   a   bit   of   your   time   but   it   will   be   time   well  
worth   spending   in   the   long   run.   Don’t   you   agree?  
All   my   best,  
Volunteer   Jodie   Mosher-Towle  
NPA   President  
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